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Did you know that newborns come into the world ready to process  

language? Every baby is a little bundle of possibilities! Each time we  

read, talk, and sing with them, we are creating strong bonds and building 

their foundation for learning and understanding. One of the best ways to  

ensure that babies reach their full potential is to read aloud to them  

every day. This helps to build their understanding of language and helps 

to prepare them for reading and learning. That’s because emergent  

literacy is the foundation on which all future learning happens. The 

stronger a child’s literacy foundation, the stronger all future learning  

will be. Daily reading sessions can give children a broader vocabulary, 

more articulated speech, a foundation for logical thinking, prep for  

learning how to write, exposure to different ideas, a lifelong love of 

learning, and create a deeper bond between children and adults. Your 

Link Professional Development Training Team takes early literacy very 

seriously! Contact us today to get ideas and support to ensure that your 

learning environment is set up to give the children in your care all the  

support they need to succeed to be the leaders and readers of the world!  

https://www.istockphoto.com/photo/little-boy-looking-at-books-gm637250202-113568713?

utm_campaign=srp_photos_top&utm_content=https%3A%2F%2Funsplash.com%2Fs%2Fphotos%2Fboy-

reading&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_source=unsplash&utm_term=boy+reading%3A%3A%3A 
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Link CCR&R  

Professional Development Training Team 

 

Cristie Dunbar 

Link CCR&R Director 

Cristie.R.Dunbar@wv.gov 

 

Shannon Baldwin 

PD Supervisor 

Shannon.N.Baldwin@wv.gov 

 

Samantha Davenport 

Infant Toddler Coaching Specialist 

Samantha.D.Davenport@wv.gov 

 

Erin Ritchie 

Child Care Coaching Specialist 

Email TBD 

 

Becky Stewart 

Behavioral Consultant 

Rebecca.L.Stewart@wv.gov 

 

Now Hiring 

Behavioral Consultant 

Open Position 

 

Amy Willis 

Early Childhood Specialist 

Amy.D.Willis@wv.gov 

 

Jessica Wilcoxon 

Early Childhood Specialist 

Jessica.L.Wilcoxon@wv.gov 

 

Claire Culver 

Infant Toddler Specialist 

Claire.E.Culver@wv.gov 

 

Courtney Golden 

Infant Toddler Specialist 

Courtney.D.Golden@wv.gov 

 

Melisa Dennison 

Early Childhood Specialist-TRAILS 

Melisa.A.Dennison@wv.gov 

 

Amber Swindler 

Early Childhood Specialist-TRAILS 

Amber.L.Swindler@wv.gov 

 

Becky Keaton 

Quality Improvement Specialist 

Email TBD 
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A General Overview of Assessments for Early Childcare Professionals 

This training will provide information on the different types of assessments available to an early childcare  

professional. We will also go over how to utilize the information gathered from assessments.   

Apples & Oranges: Childcare Professionals & Babysitters 

In this training session we will discuss why childcare professionals need to be looked at as educators and not 

just babysitters.  We will learn how to present ourselves as professionals and talk about the “20 Reasons Why 

Early Childhood Educators are Essential.”  We will also discuss why we should not compare professionals and 

babysitters and the differences between each role. 

Block Play: Building Up the Whole Child 

This session offers participants the opportunity to learn the importance and value of block play in early  

childhood as well as some creative DIY ways to make their own blocks. 

Building a Firm Foundation with TRAILS One Block at a Time 

In this series for family childcare providers, participants will receive an overview of the West Virginia Elements 

of Family Child Care Series. There are four 1-hour sessions that discuss how children grow, organizing a  

program, how children learn, and building relationships.  

*There are technical assistance visits in addition to the sessions to support learning.  

Building Partnerships with Families 

In this training session we will be learning how to build a partnership and relationship with the families of the 

children in your care.  We will discuss why it is so important and how it helps with child development; we will 

also look at the latest research on parent involvement and ways to involve parents in your program. 

Building Strong Foundations: Supporting Infants and Toddlers through the West Virginia Early Learning  

Standards Framework: Infant/Toddler 

Providers will explore the WV ELSF for Infants and Toddlers by discussing the purpose, content, application, 

and benefits of the Early Learning Standards, as well as how to incorporate each domain into a lesson plan.  

They will receive a detailed explanation of how the Early Learning Standards work, basic understanding  

of observations, individualized lesson planning, and how to incorporate them into a complete group weekly 

lesson plan for infants and toddlers. 

Communicating with Parents in Family Child Care 

This session will provide participants the opportunity to learn the importance of regular, respectful, and  

effective communication with the families in their programs.  Discussion will include strategies for positive  

verbal communication, safe virtual communication, and multiple forms of written communication. 

Descriptions of Professional Development Sessions 

 

https://www.aecf.org/blog/10-ways-parents-can-support-reading-at-home 
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Emergency Preparedness 

In this session, participants will discuss the different types of emergencies that could happen, learn the  

importance of planning and preparing for those emergencies, and how to protect children and staff during 

and after events.  Participants will receive support in creating the required emergency preparedness action 

plan.  *There is a one-hour TA visit required to receive full credit, where participants will receive  

individualized support in creating the required emergency preparedness action plan.  

Get to Know HighScope: An Introduction to the Curriculum 

This session is a general overview of the HighScope curriculum for anyone interested in learning more about it. 

Help! I’m So Stressed! 

During this training we will be looking at the correlation between stressors and stress reactions in caregivers. 

We will learn the impact of stress on the body and we will explore and practice stress-reduction techniques 

for adults. We will also cover stress-reduction techniques and activities that can be shared with children. 

Loose Parts Play: The What, Why & How Module Series 

In this series, participants will learn WHAT loose parts play is, WHY it is important and its benefits, and HOW to 

implement it for the children in their care. 

Mind in the Making  

Mind in the Making is an 8-part learning process that focuses on the “Seven Essential Life Skills Every Child 

Needs” as described in Ellen Galinsky’s book, “Mind in the Making.” Sessions include research on child 

development, how children learn, and how teaching practices can encourage engaged learning; they are 

designed to be incorporated in the current curriculum and assist with a child’s learning and development.  

Mind in the Making Introduction 

This session will provide directors and participants a brief overview of the Mind in the Making Module Series, 

expanding on why the information is important, what the participants will learn, and how they will learn it. 

NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct 

This training will go through the NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct and Statement of Commitment and why it is 

important to the early childhood field.   

Professionalism 101 

This training discusses the characteristics of professionalism in an early childhood educational setting. 

Quality Care: Why is it So Important? 

This session will show participants what quality care is, why it is so important, and help them gain a better  

understanding of what it means to provide quality care for the children who are enrolled in their programs.  

The impact of quality care on child development will also be discussed. 

Ready, Set, Play! A Simple Guide to Exploring the Areas of Curriculum 

This session will provide participants an opportunity to learn the importance of each area of curriculum and 

how to effectively create centers. 

Sensory Processing Difficulties and the Impact on Classroom Behavior 

During this introductory training, participants will be introduced to the 8 sensory systems humans use to learn 

about the world and look at how difficulties with these sensory systems can impact child behavior in a  

classroom setting. Examples of classroom and instructional adaptations and modifications to help children 

with sensory difficulties succeed in a classroom setting will be provided. Participants will be given an  

opportunity to brainstorm additional strategies to meet the unique sensory needs of the children in their care. 

Descriptions of Professional Development Sessions 

 



 

NewsLink  8 

Social Emotional Development and Dramatic Play 

In this session, participants will learn the importance and benefits of social emotional development and  

dramatic play and how they are connected. Milestones and social skills will also be reviewed, and  

participants will engage in group discussions about the current activities used in their classrooms that help  

develop and build upon each. The different types of dramatic play and the social emotional development 

and skills that can be observed during play will also be outlined while participants explore what they can do 

to promote the merging of the two. 

Teamwork:  Let’s Work Together! 

This session will discuss teamwork at work, why it is important, and how to go from being a good team  

member to a great one.  It will also get colleagues interacting with one another while having them work  

together as a team.  In doing so, they will learn some things about their co-workers they may not have known 

prior to this session.   

The 5 Ws for Lesson Planning 

This training will focus on lesson planning. We will discuss what makes a lesson plan, the planning process, the 

people involved in that process, and the information that needs to be included on a lesson plan. This training 

will also look at the differences between an individualized plan and a group plan. 

The Importance of Family Style Dining in Preschool 

Is family style dining something that gets overlooked in your preschool environment?  Do you have a hard 

time implementing it during mealtimes? In this training session, we will discuss the challenges and benefits of 

family style dining, how to start incorporating it, and review ideas to support learning activities during 

mealtimes.    

Understanding ACEs: ACEs 101 

During this training session, participants will be introduced to the concept of Adverse Childhood Experiences 

(ACEs) through awareness and education. Participants will learn about ACEs and the overall impact they 

have on children and adults. Participants will become familiar with the 10 types of ACEs and gain an  

understanding of ways to overcome them.  

WVIT I-R 

Professional development is an ongoing process. Trainers and administrators will work together to monitor the 

personal and professional growth of infant/toddler caregivers and help to develop a plan that responds  

directly to the needs of the children in their care. 

Descriptions of Professional Development Sessions 

 

https://www.quora.com/Do-you-have-any-respect-quotes-for-grandparents https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/photo/grandmother-is-reading-a-book-to-the-granddaughter-royalty-free-
image/1241248980?adppopup=true 
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July 
Date & Time of    

Session 

Location  

of Session 

Core Comp 

Tier 

Target Age 

Title of Session Professional 

Development 

Provider 

Monday 

July 1st 

6:00pm to 8:00pm 

Online 

CGD, PL, EC 

Intermediate 

All Ages 

Quality Care: Why Is It So 

Important? 
Amy Willis 

Thursday 

July 11th 

1:00pm to 2:00pm 

Online 

PL 

Basic 

All Ages 

Professionalism 101 Jessica Wilcoxon 

Thursday 

July 18th 

12:30pm to 1:30pm 

Online 

CGD, PL 

Basic 

All Ages 

Help! I’m So Stressed! Becky Stewart 

Monday 

July 22nd 

6:00pm to 7:00pm 

Online 

FCR, PL, AM 

Basic 

All Ages 

Communicating with Parents in 

Family Child Care 
Melisa Dennison 

Tuesday 

July 23rd 

5:00pm to 7:00pm 

Link CCR&R 

1st Floor 

FCR 

Basic 

All Ages 

Building Partnerships with 

Families 
Amber Swindler 

Wednesday 

July 24th 

1:00pm to 2:00pm 

Online 

PL 

Basic 

All Ages 

NAEYC Code of Ethical 

Conduct 
Jessica Wilcoxon 

 

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/mother-play-guitar-her-son-mom-1700080909 
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Date & Time of    

Session 

Location  

of Session 

Core Comp 

Tier 

Target Age 

Title of Session Professional 

Development 

Provider 

Tuesday 

August 6th 

6:00pm to 7:30pm 

Link CR&R 

1st Floor 

CGD, FCR 

Basic 

All Ages 

Understanding ACEs: ACEs 101 

 
Becky Stewart 

Thursday 

August 8th 

5:00pm to 7:00pm 

Link CCR&R 

2nd Floor 

EC 

Basic 

All Ages 

Get to Know HighScope: An 

Introduction to the Curriculum 

 
Jessica Wilcoxon 

Tuesday 

August 13th 

6:00pm to 8:000pm 

Online 

PL 

Basic 

All Ages 

Teamwork: Let’s Work Together 

 
Amy Willis 

Tuesday 

August 20th 

5:00pm to 7:00pm 

Online 

PL 

Basic 

All Ages 

Apples & Oranges: Childcare 

Professionals & Babysitters 

 
 

Amber Swindler 

Thursday 

August 22nd 

2:00pm to 3:00pm 

Online 

COA 

Basic 

All Ages 

A General Overview of 

Assessments for Early Childcare 

Professionals 

 
 

Jessica Wilcoxon 

Monday 

August 26th 

6:00pm to 7:30pm 

Online 

CGD, EC 

Basic 

All Ages 

Ready, Set, Play! A Simple Guide 

to Exploring the Areas of 

Curriculum 

 
 

Melisa Dennison 

August 

 

 

https://www.alleahmaree.com/ 
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September 
Date & Time of    

Session 

Location  

of Session 

Core Comp 

Tier 

Target Age 

Title of Session Professional 

Development 

Provider 

 

Tuesday 

September 3rd 

6:00pm to 8:oopm 

 

 

Online 

 

CGD, EC 

Basic 

All Ages 

 

 

Social Emotional Development 

and Dramatic Play 

 

 

Amy Willis 

 

Tuesday 

September 10th 

1:00pm to 3:00pm 

 

 

Online 

 

CGD, EC 

Basic 

All Ages 

 

 

The 5 W’s for Lesson Planning 

 

 

Jessica Wilcoxon 

 

Thursday 

September 12th 

12:30pm to 2:30pm 

 

 

Online 

 

CGD, EC 

Basic 

All Ages 

 

Sensory Processing Difficulties 

and the Impact on Classroom 

Behavior 

 

 

Becky Stewart 

 

Tuesday 

September 17th 

4:00pm to 6:00pm 

 

 

Link CCR&R 

2nd Floor 

 

HSN 

Basic 

All Ages 

 

 

Emergency Preparedness 

 

 

Jessica Wilcoxon 

 

 

Thursday 

September 19th 

4:00pm to 6:00pm 

 

 

Link CCR&R 

2nd Floor 

 

CGD, EC, HSN 

Basic 

Pre-K 

 

 

The Importance of Family Style 

Dining in Preschool 

 

 

Amber Swindler 

 

Monday 

September 23rd 

6:00pm to 7:oopm 

 

 

Online 

 

CGD, EC 

Basic 

All Ages 

 

 

Block Play: Building Up the Whole 

Child 

 

 

Melisa Dennison 

 

https://www.parentmap.com/article/books-reading-culture-kids-tips 
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Module Series 
Date & 

Time of    

Session 

Location  

of Session 

Core Comp 

Tier 

Target Age 

Title of Session Professional 

Development 

Provider 

 

 

See Page 16  

 

 

Online 

 

 

CGD, FCR, EC, 

HSN, PL, AM 

Basic 

I/T 

 

 

WVIT-R 

 

 

 

Courtney Golden 

 

 
See Page  17 

 

 

Link CCR&R 

2nd Floor 

 

CGD, COA, 

EC, FCR, PL 

Intermediate 

All Ages 

 

 
 
 

Mind in the Making 

 

 
Amy Willis 

 

 

See Page  18 

 
Link CCR&R 

1st Floor 

 

CGD, COA 

Basic 

I/T 

 

Building Strong Foundations: Supporting 

Infants and Toddlers Through the West 

Virginia Early Learning Standards 

Framework: Infant/Toddler (WV ELSF I/T) 

 

 

Claire Culver 

 

 

See Page  19 

 

Living Water 

Child Care 

 

CGD, EC, HSN 

Basic 

All Ages 

 
 

Loose Parts Play: The What, Why & How 

Module Series 

 
 

Melisa Dennison 
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“Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.”  
~ Frederick Douglas 
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Date and Time 

  

Title and Description 

  

Trainer 

7/2/24   5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Karen Gilbert 

7/8/24  6:30-7:30 PM 

  

Morning Health Checks 

  

Candace Morgan 

7/11/24  6:00-8:00 PM All About Allergies Karen Gilbert 

7/15/24  6:00-8:00 PM 

  

Creepy Crawly Creatures Lisa Galford 

7/17/24 6:00-8:00 PM Summertime Safety Brittany Parsons 

7/22/24  5:30-8:30PM 

  

Medication Administration 

  

Brittany Parsons 

7/25/24 6:30-8:30 PM Communicable Diseases in Child Care Candace Morgan 

8/3/24  8:00-11:00AM 

Saturday Morning 

Medication Administration Lisa Galford 

8/5/24 6:00-8:00 PM 

  

Creepy Crawly Creatures 

  

Lisa Galford 

8/9/24  12:00-1:00 PM 

Lunchtime Learning 

Morning Health Checks 

  

Candace Morgan 

8/13/24  5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Candace Morgan 

8/14/24  6:00-8:00 PM Summertime Safety Brittany Parsons 

8/19/24  6:00-8:00 PM Communicable Diseases in Child Care Candace Morgan 

8/22/24  6:00-8:00 PM All About Allergies Karen Gilbert 

8/29/24  5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Candace Morgan 

9/3/24  6:00-8:00 PM 

  

Creepy Crawly Creatures Lisa Galford 

9/11/24  5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Candace Morgan 

9/16/24  6:00-8:00 PM All About Allergies Karen Gilbert 

9/19/24  6:00-8:00 PM Communicable Diseases in Child Care Brittany Parsons 

9/25/24  6:00-7:00 PM Morning Health Checks Candace Morgan 
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CPR & First Aid Classes   
 

This list of agencies offering First Aid and CPR is made available to you for resource purposes only.                 

Link CCR&R is not responsible for the following trainings or registration for these trainings. 

 

Boone County:     Kanawha Co. Red Cross: Call 340-3650 or www.redcross.org 

 

Cabell County:     Vicki Delaney: Call or Text 606-547-6144 or Email paths20@aol.com   

         American Red Cross: Call 304-526-2900 

         Cabell County EMS: Contact Lisa Cooper 304-526-9797 

         Salt Rock Fire Dept.: Call 304-733– 9040   

         Goodwill Industries of KYOWVA Area, Inc.: Contact Andrea Lupson 304-523-7461 ext.417 

 

Lincoln County:   Dorothy or William Frazier: Call 304-778-3873 

 

Logan County:     LEASA County Public Rescue: Call 304-752-0917   

         Logan Regional Medical Center: Contact Cindy Fleming—Education Dept. 304-831-1556 

 

Mason County:    Pleasant Valley Hospital: Call 304-675-4340 

 

Putnam County:   Active Sports Complex (aka Ayash Center): Contact Scott Nasby 304-741-4079 

 

CPR & FIRST AID CLASSES 
Available in Boone, Cabell, Lincoln, Logan, 

Mason, Mingo, Putnam and Wayne Counties! 
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FOOD REIMBURSEMENT 

For information about enrolling in the Family Child 

Care Food Program to help with the costs of meals 

and snacks you serve the children in your care, 

please contact the following agency:  

 

Central Child Care 

 

Serving Boone County                 

(304) 382-0797 

 

Pride of Logan County 

 

Serving Logan County 

(304) 752-6868 or (304) 752-1047 

 

River Valley Family Child Care  

Food Program 

Serving Cabell, Lincoln, Mason, Mingo, Putnam 

and Wayne Counties 
(304) 523-3417 ext.3446 or 1-304-751-5253 

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) policy, this institution is prohibited from dis-

criminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. To file a complaint alleging discrimination, 

write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call, toll free, 

(866) 632-9992 (Voice).  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through 

the Federal Relay at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider. and employer. 

 

https://fernandmaple.com/10-steps-for-setting-up-the-perfect-summer-lemonade-stand/ 
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The Cabell Wayne Family Child Care  

Association would like to invite ALL providers 

from ALL counties to join. If you have any  

questions, feel free to call or text Kathy Baker, 

President, at 304-638-7578, or email her at 

mrskathys@comcast.net so you can start  

receiving information about the Association  

and other helpful information. They would like  

to have all providers’ email addresses, so please 

email Kathy at the address above to be added 

to the listserv. They hope to see lots of new  

providers at the meetings. 

 

 

CABELL/WAYNE FAMILY CHILD CARE ASSOCIATION 

  30 

 

Are you interested in 

making $6 more per 

child per day????? If so, 

contact Kathy Baker at 

304-638-7578 or email at 

mrskathys@comcast.net 

for more details. 

“A book is a dream you hold in your hand.”  
~ Neil Gaiman 

https://www.tes.com/magazine/archive/why-you-should-move-your-reading-lessons-outside 

mailto:mrskathys@comcast.net
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LINK CHILD CARE  
RESOURCE &  
REFERRAL 
 

Link Child Care Resource 

& Referral is a program of 

River Valley Child  

Development Services, 

Inc. and is being  

presented with financial  

assistance as a grant 

from the West Virginia 

Department of Human 

Services.  

 

 

Visit us on the web:  

www.linkccrr.org or 

www.rvcds.org 

COME SEE US! 

 

Link Child Care  
Resource &  

Referral 
611 7th Avenue 

Huntington, WV 25701 
 
 

Logan Office 

19 Circle Dr. 

Logan, WV 25601 

(304) 752-3932 

(304) 752-2897 FAX 

Main Link Office 

611 7th Ave. 

Huntington, WV 25701 

(800) 894-9540 or 

(304) 523-9540 

(304) 697-4821 FAX 

www.facebook.com/

https://www.freepik.com/premium-vector/hand-raised-multicultural-people-with-speech-bubbles-
https://www.istockphoto.com/photo/boy-with-thank-you-sign-gm505889145-44722104?searchscope=image%2Cfilm 

https://www.facebook.com/linkccrr

